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SUBJECT: 77TH RADICAL SOCIALIST PARTY CONGRESS 

SUMMARY: AT THE CONCLUSION OF A BOISTEROUS THREE-DAY 
CONVENTION, THE RADICAL SOCIALIST (RS) PARTY ELECTED 
JEAN- JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER TO THE PARTY PRESIDENCY, 

A POST THAT HE HAS HELD TWICE PREVIOUSLY. HIS ELECTION 
OVER THE ONLY OTHER CANDIDATE, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESI- 
DENT EDGAR FAURE, OSTENSIBLY REPRESENTS A VICTORY OF 
"PRO-GISCARD" OVER "PRO-CHIRAC" FACTIONS WITHIN THE PARTY 
BUT THE CLOSENESS OF THE VOTE AND THE ABNORMALLY HIGH 
NUMBER OF ABSTENTIONS INDICATE THAT FACTIONAL DIVISIONS 
ARE FAR FROM RESOLVED. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT SERVAN- 
SCHREIBER WILL TRY TO USE THE RS PARTY PRESIDENCY AS A 
BASE FROM WHICH TO CONTINUE HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
DOMINANCE WITHIN THE MAJORITY OF THE RPR AND ITS LEADER 
JACQUES CHIRAC. MOREOVER, JJSS'S RECENT PUBLIC STATE- 
MENTS AND ACTIONS REFLECT AN ATTEMPT TO MOVE THE RS AWAY 
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FROM ITS HITHERTO FIRM SUPPORT OF GISCARD AND PRIME 
MINISTER BARRE, BUT JJSS WILL ENCOUNTER CONSIDERABLE 
OPPOSITION FROM OTHER SENIOR RS PARTY OFFICIALS SHOULD 
HE PERSIST IN THIS COURSE OF ACTION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE RADICAL SOCIALIST (RS) PARTY CONGRESS, HELD IN 
PARIS MAY 13-15, WAS THE FIRST PLENARY MEETING OF PARTY 
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OFFICIALS SINCE THE MARCH MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. POLITI- 
CAL SPEECHES AND DEBATES FOCUSSED ON THE ELECTION OF A 
NEW PARTY PRESIDENT, AN EVENT WHICH EFFECTIVELY SERVED 
AS A SURROGATE FOR DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING THE FUTURE 
ORIENTATION OF THE PARTY. THERE WERE TWO CANDIDATES FOR 
THE PRESIDENCY: JEAN-JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER, WHO HAD 
PREVIOUSLY HEADED THE PARTY FROM 1971 TO 1975, AND 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT EDGAR FAURE, A PROMINENT 
RADICAL PARTY MEMBER IN THE FOURTH REPUBLIC MORE RECENTLY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE GAULLIST (RPR) PARTY, WHO HAD REJOIN- 
ED THE RS PARTY THREE WEEKS BEFORE THE CONVENTION WITH 
THE EXPRESSED INTENTION OF PLAYING AN "IMPORTANT ROLE" 

IN THE PARTY. 

2. OSTENSIBLY THE ELECTION WAS A TEST OF STRENGTH BETWEEN 
PRO-GISCARD (JJSS) AND PRO-CHIRAC (FAURE) FACTIONS WITHIN 
THE PARTY, WITH EACH CANDIDATE SUPPORTED BY A CLAQUE OF 
VOCAL AND OFTEN BOISTEROUS BOOSTERS WHO FREQUENTLY INTER- 
RUPTED SPEECHES WITH APPLAUSE AND CATCALLS. DESPITE 
FAURE'S CONSIDERABLE ORATORICAL SKILLS, WHICH ENABLED 

HIM TO TURN AN INITIALLY HOSTILE AUDIENCE INTO AN APPLAU- 
DING ONE. AND A LAST-MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT HE WAS 
WITHDRAWING FROM HIS ASSOCIATION WITH THE RPR 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY GROUP, FAURE WAS UNABLE TO OVERCOME 
THE SUSPICIONS OF MANY DELEGATES THAT HE WAS A GAULLIST 
"TROJAN HORSE" WHO WOULD ALLOW THE INTERESTS OF THE RS 
TO BE SACRIFICED TO THOSE OF CHIRAC AND THE RPR. ON THE 
OTHER HAND SUPPORT FOR SCHREIBER WAS 

ALSO MIXED. MANY PARTY MEMBERS, RECALLING HIS PREVIOUS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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HEAVY-HANDED DIRECTION OF THE PARTY, WERE WORRIED THAT 
HE WOULD USE THE PARTY PRESIDENCY AS A BASE FROM WHICH 
TO LAUNCH HIS OWN PERSONAL POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. THE 
FINAL TALLY (JJSS 465, FAURE 340, 210 ABSTENTIONS OR 
BLANK BALLOTS) ATTESTED TO THE DEGREE OF DISTRUST THAT 
MANY DELEGATES FELT TOWARDS BOTH CANDIDATES. 

3. CORRIDOR CAMPAIGNING FOR THE PRESIDENCY DOMINATED 
THE CONVENTION, AND CONSEQUENTLY VERY LITTLE OTHER PARTY 
BUSINESS WAS ACCOMPLISHED. THE FINAL PARTY DECLARATION, 
ADOPTED WITHOUT OPPOSITION, WAS A SIMPLE REPETITIAN OF 
FAMILIAR RS POSITIONS ON PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION, 
EUROPEAN UNITY. REGIONALISM, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND FISCAL 
EQUALITY. ONE OF THE FEW BRIGHT NOTES OF THE CONGRESS 
WAS THE RE-INTEGRATION INTO THE RS OF A SMALL CENTER 
REPUBLICAN FACTION LED BY FORMER MAYOR OF NANTES ANDRE 
MORICE, A GROUP WHICH HAD SPLIT WITH THE RADICAL PARTY 

IN 1956 OVER THE ISSUE OF ALGERIA. 
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4. COMMENT: SERVAN-SCHREIBER'S MANDATE FROM THE PARTY 
IS NOT STRONG. MANY DELEGATES WHO VOTED FOR HIM, IN- 
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CLUDING SENIOR PARTY OFFICIALS, DID SO RELUCTANTLY AND 
PRINCIPALLY IN OPPOSITION TO FAURE'S CANDIDACY. JJSS'S 
POST-ELECTION STATEMENT, "20 YEARS IS ENOUGH" (AN OBVIOUS 
REFERENCE TO THE GAULLISTS ), AND HIS RECENT ABSTENTION 
ON THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VOTE ON THE BARRE PLAN BIS 
MEASURES, INDICATE HIS DESIRE TO MOVE THE RS AWAY FROM 
ITS HITHERTO FIRM SUPPORT OF GISCARD S AND BARRE'S 
POLICIES. BECAUSE OF HIS PERSONAL STATURE HE WILL HAVE 
NO TROUBLE FINDING PUBLIC FORUMS FOR EXPRESSING HIS 
VIEWS. HOWEVER, HE WILL FIND IT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO 
OBTAIN THE SUPPORT OF PARTY POLICY-MAKERS, MANY OF WHOM 
ARE CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF MAINTAINING CLOSE TIES 
WITH THE MAJORITY. GIVEN THE EXISTENCE OF A SIG- 
NIFICANT PRO-CHIRAC RS FACTION, AND THE FACT THAT THE 
OTHER MAJORITY PARTIES APPEAR TO BE MOVING TOWARD AN 
ACCOMMODATION WITH THE RPR, IT WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR JJSS 
TO ORIENT THE RS TOWARD EVEN A LIMITED OPPOSITION STANCE. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE RE-EMERGENCE OF JJSS IN A POSITION OF PROMINENCE WILL 
KEEP THE RS IN THE PUBLIC LIMELIGHT, BUT HIS ELECTION HAS 
LEFT UNRESOLVED A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS, NOT THE LEAST OF 
WHICH ARE THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNAL PARTY COHESION AND 
THE FUTURE ORIENTATION OF THE PARTY. 

GAMMON 
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